Frank Mordigliano (Morgan)

My Experiences in America

® Profiles
® Letters home



° Frank’s Profile: Background

® My name is Frank Mordigliano.
® | am 28 years-old.
® | was born in a small town near Naples, Italy.

® In Italy, my father was a construction worker in a
small village outside of the city of Naples.

® | work In construction.

® My wife is Maria. | cannot afford to bring her to
America, but | am planning to save money and send
It to her and my two children, Luciano and Rosa.

® | have some education. | went to school until the 5th
grade and then had to go to work to help support my
family. My mother was sick at the time, and my father
needed help to pay for her medical expenses.



@ Frank’s Profile: Life in Italy

Life in Italy
® Life in southern ltaly is very hard.

® | was unable to find work. Many people are in the same position
and are near starvation from hunger.

® Italy has been run by the very wealthy, and because of this,
many poorer people are suffering. There is a King and rich
people run everything.

® If someone says something to the wrong person about making
changes in his life or helping other poor people, he could go to
jail.

® Everyone is afraid for his life and family every day.

Why America?

® People say that in America there is a lot of freedom and you can
say and do anything.

® There is no choice but to leave and try to find opportunity
somewhere else. People say there are jobs in L’America and
people can make a lot of money.



o Frank’s Profile: Dreams

® | want to go to America and help build railroads,
bridges, or houses.

® | have experience in Italy. | helped build a house.
® | am hard working and willing to work long hours.
® | want to help the American people.

® | am strong with no real health problems.

® | want to bring my family to America.



. Coming to America: Letter'Home

Other immigrants from the ship



. Coming to America: Letter'Home

Immigrants



. Coming to America: Letter'Home

Medical Inspection Area












3 \\'hy take the risk?

@ When | first heard this question, | could not think
of many things | would take a risk for. Throughout
my research, | saw that there were some who were
willing to take the risk, and some who were not.
Those that did were motivated by strong beliefs.
While working on Frank’s profile, | realized when
you have a strong belief in something, like family,
you are willing to take big risks, like leaving your
country to live in another.
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